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In June 2024, the New York Police Department announced what it described 

as a long-awaited resolution to one of the lingering mysteries connected to 

the Son of Sam era: the 1976 shooting of Wendy Savino. 

Nearly fifty years after the attack, police declared that David Berkowitz -

already serving multiple life sentences for the Son of Sam murders - had 

been identified as the shooter. The case was closed through what is known as 

an "exceptional clearance," a classification used when investigators believe 

they have identified the offender but cannot proceed with prosecution. 

According to the NYPD, the decision was not made in isolation. Officials said 

the case was reviewed by the Bronx District Attorney's Office, and that 

Assistant District Attorney Christine Scaccia agreed that if the facts were tied 

to a present-day investigation, an arrest would have been made. 

That statement implies something important: prosecutors examined the 

evidence supporting the NYPD's conclusion before agreeing to close the 

case. 



But a recent Freedom of Information Law request suggests that the paper 

trail behind that decision may be missing. 

In November 2025) I filed a request with the Bronx District Attorney's Office 

seeking records related to the Savino shooting and the identification of David 

Berkowitz as the perpetrator. 

The request asked for several categories of documents: 

• The complete exceptional clearance file for the Savino case) including 

investigative summaries) detective notes) and consultation records. 

• Communications related to the public identification of Berkowitz as the 

shooter. 

• Documentation related to the possible destruction of Berkowitz appellate 

materials. 

• Any records explaining how the case could be exceptionally cleared while 

the office maintained that no Savino case file existed. 

On March 2) 2026, the Bronx District Attorney's Office issued its 

determination. 

The response granted the request in part - but the records produced were 

not investigative materials related to the Savino shooting. 

Instead, the office located only 15 pages of administrative documents 

connected to a 2004 petition seeking court permission to destroy decades-old 

appellate files. 

The office reported that it could not locate the records that would normally 

explain the Savino closure. 



According to the determination letter) the office conducted a search but 

could not locate: 

• The exceptional clearance file for the Savino shooting 

• Investigative records connecting Berkowitz to the attack 

• Communications identifying Berkowitz as the perpetrator 

• Documentation explaining how the exceptional clearance decision was 

reached 

In short) the office says it possesses no records documenting the evidence 

behind the decision to close the case. 

The only materials provided concerned a 2004-2005 records destruction 

request filed by former Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson. That 

petition sought permission from the Appellate Division to dispose of certain 

appellate case files more than twenty-five years old. 

While those documents show how older records might have been 

eliminated) they do not explain the most recent decision in the case - the 

2024 exceptional clearance. 

Even if original investigative files from the 1970s were destroyed decades 

agoJ the 2024 decision to close the Savino case should still have generated 

contemporary records. 

When prosecutors review evidence and determine whether a case could be 

charged) it typically produces documentation such as: 

• consultation notes 

• internal memoranda 



•email communications with investigators 

• legal analysis explaining the decision 

These records serve a basic function in the justice system: they create a 

paper trail showing who reviewed a case and why a particular decision was 

made. 

Yet the Bronx District Attorney's Office now says it cannot locate any such 

documentation. 
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The NYPD's announcement suggests that prosecutors examined the case and 

concluded that Berkowitz was responsible. 

But if that review occurred, one question remains unresolved: Where are the 

records documenting it? 

Without those records, the public and David Berkowitz are left with a 

puzzling situation. A major cold case connected to one of New York's most 

notorious crime sprees has been officially closed - yet the agency said to 

have reviewed the evidence says it cannot locate any files explaining how 

that determination was made. 

For victims, investigators, and the public alike, the integrity of the criminal 

justice system depends not only on reaching conclusions, but also on 

preserving the documentation that explains them. 

When those records are missing, the closure of a case may resolve it on 

paper - while leaving the underlying questions very much open. 
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