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C I T I 

Death of Suspect Hit by Radio Ruled a Homicid~ 
87 "11GHA£L COOPER 

Tbe tie•th of • 318·,.ear~J(I man 
whowiuhlf tn •h•hf!Jtd 1.1'11'1 mrinlbtiv 
a radio a poll<:c office'!' threw a t bltn 
was rui.d a bc>mlddt y~terday b)I 
the Chid MC<llcal Exam tner's offtc.c. 

Thie nan, Ktnnelb Banks, OI Har• 
aem. d1"4 or a bfuflt lmPl« t0 hlS 
head. ""lch rractured hls skull and 
eausecs .:ontusiorls to his braJn, Sa.id 
BUen D.,-akove , a 900keswomat1 for 
tl:ic Chief MecUeal £x:imlncr 's omct 

'fhe •~Ion of the auropsy repott 
tt'lat deullt how the Injury ocC\l.ffed 

suu•: "Bl(:yelln& 10 •""'" *"""' 
when hJ in the bead by a ndlo 
thrown~ :>. police om~r." 

Law)'tra rtPN!Sttlt~ tbe o«k•I' 
......... .. ..... d--1.&••""'"' '-u..--. 
~~h~~l~:.,.~~ ':~! 
s••alkl•~n.g cnck eoc:ame while fltoe• 
Ing itl a1 t ffOrt to dest roy evidence. 
But tlM amopsy dete'l'M.lned w.1 
dru& ua WH noc a rac.tor In Mr. 
8at1kt'Sdeath, P.U. B4rakove s aid, 

Mr. l!Rnks was Injured on Ot-t. 29 
while fl:cln.g from t""'O offloen on 
126d'I Slrt"et wtlO we:re trying to at· 
!"ff1 h l lT on dl'\I& ctiaraes. H.$ l~C(I 
il'llO Iii e:1ma and d~ on NIW. 11. Hh1 
death h ~ng l.nv1$1lp1ed by the 
~ielf: Oepattmmt's Internal Af• 
fai rs 8WNU Md Ole Manb-.t:Ultl D~ 
u -lct "tut•oocy'aollkc, Whldt pl....u"" 
J)tt9@l'lt the case to a grllnd jury lo 
det• rmho u crlmJnaJ d'l111acs are 
WarT&n~ .... foM Officer CTa.ig Yo
kemJ~.JI. wbo threw the radio. 

Offker Yokemkk has bffn 
scrlppedot hJs aun Mld placed on a 
moclJfiA:t 0!$S(gnmcnt wti1'c ch• case 
is itt"'eSlipted. One o1 hh1 1.awyttt.., 

Bnce $mlnt.11ald Y~•rday 11\11-t he 
woild not dluount tile drv& ovcrdoi;o 
t'*J')' o,mtU he could itft! tl'le rdulu 
Of IOXICOlOIY tests. 

A La~r for Mr. Banks"s family. 
JOWi.than s. Abaity. sJIJd w autopsy 
fln!inp sllould lay the 1t1r,ory of tho 
dr<1g overdose to rtst. ••The c.:rust of 
deuh hu now be<en rorMaically 8.nd 
tn<ic~IHIY dctermlt10d." h• faid, 
" 11 is noc cocain~intklccd." 

Mr. Soi.irti a.ckl"lo-'~ for the 
nnr timc )'(ISte-n:lsiy tl\at Officer Yr,. 
kenJdt bad 1browt1 the walklt!-talkie, 

An autopsy finds 
cocaine use wasn ~t a 
Factor in a death. 

but he said h •·at a r!Hlsorwebte us' of 
force In tryit1g, to <:atch • fkeing 
ff!IMY 5\ISpf(:L 

'We are ..-are of noC1•rtmen1•I 
or<cn, lnc.,-1m ordcrJ or patrot 
cuue rules wbic:b prohibit a police 
off«r from thrOwlil& hit t8Cbo," Mr. 
smm said, " Thi$ llldlvl<t!Ull had 
conmittC(I ' felony. Pol'« Qffic:er 
v.-. .... 1dt -.c1 ,.. .. o,.Qb.lo J>h)'• k•I 
to~ to pr@\O@!lt l'lkS escape from 
cuJtoely Md t rrtctuate hlS attKl.'' 

Police Commissioner Howard Sa· 
fl r said: "There is ro $peofk policy 
ret111.1.,.. to tM uee ot the tadiO as a 
we;ipon. At 1-V. sa.ld tltfore... k ~'OUkl 
bch.igbly ul'JU$U;,I for ;i polteoofflcqr 
to '.IK' a racbo as ;i pro)Cetllc."' 

Qfl1eer Y<*•rnlek a/14 bis paru•r.~ 
wtiOH name ho.ti n0t bt'@fl m1de JUb
llc.s.:iw Mr, Boinks ln\"OIYQCl1natrug. 
deal on I 21th Street and Madson • 
Avct1ue on Ocl. 29, accordb:lg topo- ' 
lice a«OW'lts. M.r. B-anks, police ·)ffl
cla1t .. id, 1&11ored I.be olfkers' or~ , 
~rt tO Stop luld' rt@d I.In hi"9 biClCk
and tM ornoen pursued hln.'1 by ran •• 
Aton& the way. omcer YokeoJ~ ; 
jv..mpf'd out ot 1M van to conliJ'ltlt I.he 
<:l\8.$$(1nf00t.. 

At tll4 llltclt$41CllOl)Of 1251'1\ Scttet 
at1d MfMflSOll AYenue. w1U1essesat1d 
law enloreemiet\1 ofllclalS &8.ld. Off~ 
ee.r Y(lke.mk k th rew Mt walldt-9tk· 
ie at Mr, Banlt&. woo fell Off hJs 
bkyecl .. Mr. Banks WU a~s~' 00 
.:111.15 ....................... .. ~..,.. .... .. 

dl.;i.rge.s.. the: police s.ald, bcciwtu he 
was found wtlh several vials of era.ck 
ooc.aiM and a box wtter. 

The Police l)ep&n.mt nt lnitWly 
told reponcrs th1u Mr. ban.ks had 
suffered several ~clzurcs wbitt in 
custody at the 25ch Precinct .suclon 
house and was taken 10 Metropoltan 
Hosphal. where he fell into a ~a. 
They .cknowll!dgc:d thlll " a sttug• 
glc" had tu~ place &.Irina bJt at· 
resi only when coitrrcnted with the 
;;1atemenu or wlt11e9!i@t wtlo 1akl 
that Mr. e.11t1ks was hit by tlle l)dkt 
o1ne••'• Pflo61., 

Mr. Sanr said rcl(cNl~Y tha1 m. 
vcstip!OI"$ have yd to i1:1tervif'wOf· 
f1ctt YOke.mKk about the Cate ... JI 
and •'htn char&" are pressed. we 
wm suspend hl.m." ht said. "Thll IS 
now~ suuadon ror •ti• Olsi:l"lcc At:OJ'· 
ney and a zrand )Ur)' - ttlt cnmnat 
Jusucc s~m." 

Man Is Charged in 1996 Killing of Philanthropist 
8y KIT R. ROANE 

A wealtbY ptLihwtiropi.St wbO otl&
IJla.tly •n>ea~ to h•\'e died Of n•t...
r al cauus Ill lt96 had acn.1a11y b4Joo 
lcJlled.. t~ police • •Id reater<lay In 
announ¢:11& thal $01114:°"8 hfMf b4Jen 
ctlar,p:d ln hlS <M41tl'I, 

The B:onx Ol.5mct Auornoey. ROI> 
en T. Jctin&OO, hu ctiar .. d Nlkol •J 
Ama.nn, l5, w11h llrs1.<1i0ar«: mul'ldor, 
robbery. buratAry, c r iminal pos&et· 
sion of •olen propeny a.nd ct1mlnaJ 
post.H!!nn nl a WCllp!li'I Ill 1114 Aprlt 
'23, 1996.slaytng of Alf"'d H. Howell 
.:it M r. Ho~n·s Riwlrdf!IO 11\AM.l()n. 

l.f C01Ytictlld. Mr. Amann could bet 
~Uglble lor the de'A1h pcn.ahy. 

A.Ci00f'61l.C. to tamny rne-mbe'N and 
law onf0'¢Cft)Oftl oNlc.iaJ5, Mr. How· 

f~~ .. ~;:1;~00.:'!~';: ~~t:a~ = 
of >lood on Aprd lt, l !IM. Bin when 
Mr. Howell'• doeto,- and l)O(ked(!ttc• 
tl\lf$ arrl\'fl:l at tfle mat1swi1t ot1 Pall· 
sace A"onue, ttwy found noctitng 
arnlu and the cldert, mM's dcMfl 
wa;; aurtbuttd to• Matt attack. 

1u1 In S:.prembcr 1!196, dotfJC.li\lct 
in Harrilllln, N.Y~ u ru 1ed Ml". 
Arr:anri on l.ltlrtlattd burgt1.ry 
ctu.rges siemmlng from 11 tK'ellt·ln 
itl l'lestdtcstt!r COunty, p~tors 
i;al t. Wh.114 IJI C:tt5tody, Mr. AMII.Jin 
coif~ 10 s~iag Mr. Howell 
duJln& a robbe'ry at the- m.ansj(lti, 
... ;1 too ................. _,,.,,,,,,., ....... ..... 
fPCk• on I.be eorldllion OI anonymity. 

'!he dea1h WH rccl.ii11$1flcd as a 
tlOr.'IJC kt-8 th~ Sept~ttlber, .Ct'OrdltlC 

10 pros«uton. and f11im11v n14:mbcn. 
Mr. Howell's son, All.red ltult 

Ho111~U Jr., pMt yesrer<1~y that 1he 
c• se had been hampe" CI l)y an Ulld
tQUatt «nvestlp.tl011 find ret1at•1ct 
Crom the New Yot k CIA.)' P(lllC:e O. 
pllrt~ltl. 

"We haft ;achieved dus ml)' 
through a • ric.s of opportunlsric dr-
4:tlM1$llSntCS." he si.ld. 

lnsp;'ll;IOr Ml~I C<lllJI\$.. a 
spokf!Sman for 1he N.,,.. Yotk a~y 

Pollot Depairut1~nt, dtdlited 10 C.al" 
mt!nl on lhe lnvcsti.g.11t1an into Mr.• 
HoweU'a death . 

Mr. J'mann hJ curr l:!'rltly !M!l"YinJ a 
two- to lour-yea.r se.ntmoc at the 
B.att Hdl pritot1 in Franklin Coulll.Y. 
1hl' pl)lke Hid. 
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