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‘Low priority’ given to Berkowitz threats

This s the I of & five-part series dischosing that
Divid Be , whe terroriied New Yorlﬂb‘hl
vear, could-have been julled two months ea

charges unrelated to the Soo of Sam III!IIH

By MAURY TERRY and TOM BARTLEY
1Copyright, 1979, Westchester Rockiand Newspapers and
Muaury Terry)

While David Berkowiiz remained al large during the
final four Son of Sam attacks, bis crimes in Yoakers
waore being varioasly aseribed to 2 “black” arsonist, &

By mid-June, 1877, two bomes in Borkowits north-
west Yankers neighborhood had been firebombed, the
families i thoae bames had beem subjected 10 3 strexm
of hate mil, theit Sogs had been shol and a volunlesr
deputy had recetved a beiter threalening bis e

But the crimes, slthough committed 0 s ares Uhe
ise of & football field over litthe more tham & year's

Westcherier Rockland
plmllnlmdlhlllllldmu

local crifmes two monthe before his eventual captare sy
the Son of Sam

Repeated Siionsis to Jearn whal steps Yonkers had
taken 10 appreiend Berkowitz, not as the Son of Sam but
a3 an arwnst rifleman and Wi e of threatening et
fers, were officially rebulled by the city, saying it wis
Torbidden b comment on the record whibe Tawsuits aver
s handling ol the case were still panding in the courts
The Sherifl's Department permitted & Lape-reconited, on
therecord mterview

Whit emmerged from isterviews—on and ofl the re
wcord--wan & pectare of teo police ageacio treating the

“Wlend"” rifleman, & di
only puaaibly, to Dhavid

Bomb hits
Westchester
Mobil office

By M. FUCKERMAN
Stall Writer

Federal and locul domolition ex
s wirg Nspt-rh'd W biegin sifting
for clues today in e delris of a
Mobil Onl € u!!um building in
Easte) nm."’ﬁﬁo. was _apparently
e target of o terrorist bomb Tues
day altermoan

Police safely evacuated 300 of-
fice workers from the bailding and
bundreds of shoppers from the sur.
rounding Vernon Hills Shoppeng
Center secands before a blast, de

erkawits

four-story pifice structare ot 430
o

Aniayimaus phone calls made
4 Scarsdale church and the Mobil
regional office at €71 White Plams
ol ane hour before the blast
alerted guthurities to the explosive
devioe, planted by a group calling
itself the Sam Melville-Jonathan
Jackson Unit

@ group. in a note io the Ass-
cinted Pross, said the attack mark.
e the Bth anmiversary of Puerte
Rican r\a!m\ahsts armed attack o

n the U5 House of
Tepresentatives. The mate demareh
e freedom for tiree radiesls m-

prisaned after the attacks and for 3
qurﬂ\ Puerto Rivan mationalist uho
wrindd o assassinate President H
oy 5 Truman io 1950,

The Tuesday atternoan bombing
laft the second and thind flooes of
ihe affiee builling strewn with cin
der blocks, and beavy, steel struc-
tural beams bent und twisted. Au-
thorities said they were wneertsin
how long o would e before the
|...n.|mg ol be reopened for hust

"ot i publie informatian
direcior for Mobll in New York
City, sabd he had “8o ndea” why the

(Pleuse tuen (o buck page )

untled aherifl's employee and,

two apencies had been pul together,
have been arrerted a1 & smpect in &

o

o e |

Blown-away ceilings and bent steel beams testify 1o the o are
power of a bomb that struck o Mobil office in Eastchester
seconds after evacuation.

cvimen of David Berkowity a8 lowgrade incidests A
Yoakers wurce pul t blunlly Given (he bww prioeity

Begin to visit U.S.,

normally aceorded Lo {hose crimes
police | did 100 mueh (investigating)

Not everyone. however, acturds bow priocily status i
the ertmed. An FBI agent sums up views expressed by
ather law enforcement officals

‘I the first plie be considered a federal fele
ny an well 43 4 state erime to threaten momeans thougl
e maile B Use vevond place, ance i guy Uses § g
il yo ean safely el the betler writer could be (i
sarne ity i this case—und in broad daylight sims the
i i the general direction of o bouse and pulls the trig
Wer you aren't dea g With any Jow-grinrity erine. Yo
v dealing with & dangeriun person. Anid. with the pal

1Bk they {1h

{Plewse turi o OA )

will see only Carter

WASHINGTUN (AP Presi
dent Carter will meet with M
chem Bepn 10 find out. faceto
face, whether there i any chance

Mides41 pedre Lreaty

i prime munister
doe Tharsday cveming. Castit prob-
ably will take him s Camp Darvid
M, for quiet tatks bt U S offi
ialé said that was nat definite, nor
was if clear how long the falky
would kit

Tsraek's Cabines ooday ccepied
the revised pisa for Begims wisit
bt he prime S iar st he hod

'm0 _ipteation”

ta mest Egyption
Peioe Miritier Vistata Khad o
though be left opes the possibility

Sacdat in the

i in

If Sadiat “will be in the United
States and & propessi s made (hat
I should meet him. why should [
ref said

Aboat the relwsal 1o mest
Sadar's aide Begin sad Tuesday

leddér and would ol BIVE EStHVA-
leat negotiating authority o the Is-

preceieg. WK 4 - g

v opimen greal i i
ﬁls.ala'lk to our fuimre and sevuri-
v remain

s was fes toare
mark by Carter Tussday evering
Carter told & dimner fer the nation s
Eovernets at it i “zimost dis-
Emsting” how clase Egrpt and era-
4 prace I yet
e e & apart they

1f these taiks (with Begin)
opett Up epportumities (ée mprove-
ment. | Kave 60 dout that Sadat

Volley shooting investigated

By JAMES WALSH
Swfl Writer

AL Teant 1 shots were fired late Tuesday night
into a Spring Valley apartmont bulkling at 5 Be-
thune HIvd., the seene of & murder carly list
manih

Gunshols were reparted o poliee sbout 134
pom. and despite reports that someone had been
hit by the volley, village police wore nable o
find & vielim afler an exiensive n ol the
area, sabd Police Chiel Adam Krainak

Soon after (e palice arrived an the soen
they reveived & report af u iyenrcld girt who
had beai taken w Community Hospital in Hilk
wrant

The giel, Rosellan Smith of 55 Bethane Blvd.,
wan I an spariment in o bullding next door
whin she heard 4 boud commution coming fram
i hnliway, When she wen into the corridor, e

girl was punched fn the (ace and knocked to the
fear, Keainak said

He said the girl, who was reloased from the
Boapital after frestment. gave o doscriplion of
et mtac that was wimilar o it of one of
he gunmen, Police are investigating o possble
conmection between the two ncideats, e palice
whied said

The police were wading through & varely of
conflicting reports oetcerning the shosting . but
Krainak sabd it was apparent that 3t least twn
jpeople were involved, and Bhal the weapon wsed
was cliber a avlomatic of semi-sstamatic 4
culiber gun.

No mative for e dhioling was eelabiidied

The valley of gunfire was dirocted #i the
building. A window, a garbage dumpsior s &
#reet light were damaged, police sad

Eleven sbiell casings were found in the park.
Ing aea peed 4o the bullding

Police suid roports vandlicted rogarding the
vebiicle used by gunmen in Dt escape bal Lhat

INSIDE TODAY'S JOURNAL-NEWS

Nation

The Sotial Security Adminsira-
Nion is looking into the possibiliny
of vanding every loxpayer n ne-
mh pwr of thair M
iremont  benef| what
Ihl‘ mu draw IF lHIHn‘—

Local

INDEX

it may have been o bise Fard Pisto or 3 sirmitar
senall car

ilage police are still seanching fo 3 mapect
sccused of shotng b des i Kenmeth
s am . 7 & e i icrens

Hoscor, whe [ived sow
found dead m the apartme
obaker of Ow buibdie
Melean was natned several days Liter
murder warrast soeed o Sprog Valley Jusiice

Cort

A reporter from The Jowrmal-News who had
gone 1o the soeoe of Tuesdsy s thooting was
threatemed with arrest by Speing Valley Detec
Uve Clillord Tallman, whe s be would keck gp
the reporter i be didn 1 beave the property

The reporier was in e parking bt of e
building and was (rying o lind out what Bad
prompled the shooling snd whether ayune hid
been myured

blacks away, was

Priest charged

in armed holdups

MIDDLETOWN, Del (AP) — A
Roman Cathelic priest has been ar
charged with & string of

end
man Basgit sathorities sad ey
Detaware Stale Pelice said e
Rev. Bernard ano,  assistant
pantar of the 2. Mary's Reluge o

Singers in Cambridge. Md. was
charged wiih seves counts of ar-
med robbery and one count of at-

robbery

»

Owner of one car
loses in ration plan

The plan. which wi

Fequire 4 new bun

handle the paperwatk

ar,

In either ¢

will be submit
case. Em

ages anticipated this summer by \h\ .mh.,
an woald mot be SEvere eROUEN W FIGEEF e

The

Jrasidet las b S projuaiL doning Wik

the Iranian curtaiin
Hecause of the mechanic
Eioning progeam could

then

will be bhere immediately to resume
* e sand
The president told 4 s o

he- and B

egutiations

ference  Toesday
wold have “a
all the msues
treaty negotutions

would be activuted only by @
(Prese turn o back page |

Anathes

ypls pledg
Arab countries shoaid fsra
the

At fir fssues. remain un

settled, Armerican

ter faar manths of i

directed pegotia

Police ascort thr

roid to county

s

£ fo Begin
with the president and

(Phse turn 16 back page)

Wil phatn - Warian bglese
of the seven man armested in Tusiday
% jail in New City,

Police charge 7
in numbers racket

By FRANK

JONARD

A Nyack ardinance banning fop-
Iss dancing in bars hat bean da-
datad unconstirutional — 18

A courl ivling may clear tha way
for taunty fall inmates awaiting

| ta have comtoct wisits with
family and friends — 18

Magazine
The anatemy of the camman nld

n the whiect of o
teday in Wed

empted
Ihe st st (o
slores and other
m-mmu establishments  in
morinern Delaware by a Beat, quiel
well-behaved man, asthorities said
Pagaso was arrested Tuesday
night at hus sster’s home Rere
Peamuui 3 composite drawing
Sheatuind lonv-
iy ol

priest’s rrest

Stadl Writer

The largest policy operation
ever in Rocklasd Cousity was halt-
e Tuesday when police raided two
Spring Valley locations and arrest

o seven men
The sewer: were being held pend-
o gambling

Distract Attorney Kesneth Gribety
s3id was was 2 quarter-ol-a- million-

oA paliey (mumbers) operation,
Lhe Inrgest ever in the coanty

State ironpers, Spring Yalley rr
lige snd investigators (rom the dis-
triet a“omu 4 office began the
rabd at 1130 bout & dozen affi-
CETS -Ll»uleﬂ mlo groups and raided
Woods TakeOul Store i T8 Ewing

{l'k-u.w urn le GA )
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‘Low priorify

inaed from 1 4]
T woulil certainly be 4 suspect in

"
.qumg kATt 1) Bave b Bang up iy mn:. ]

The misxing elemont, ofcourse—shd 1t wis missed
was the linking of one crimie 1o snather, the
fortruation of 4 pattorn. the roalation Uhat o an was

crimes

The Yomkers nuighboriood i which Berkowtt lved
and in wheeh e wigesd Ras guerridla war i deeencd &
gt 4 Ineeed 80 complaints wetr recorded @
1977, wowtves say, imoan aren behind Berkowitz apart
went (e sim of o foodbl] ekl Al w ul Thase

+ Bk ol adniita e oo

a1 e forve
1 likely 4 singl

and neither wan Berkow-

niAhing ithaul 4
Alie gun) i sl
iy v v
ez same and 1l th
ahat sl

W first stk I Vnkers, 51
the Wicker St |.\.|. n» farchar
bimg was linked | i
thi 3130, 40
13, thiat she

lald by S\IVIA Nelo, thet

male calling to a ooy

Tl Jiguid crashed
the morning.

she Epoke with

1 tald them
black voiee
Vuire r i

M||I TR

ave boen 2
bwem 3 wiiie

¥
tire books: Berkowitz was
loak at hem
never asked. be
Berhow

the siwils Mrs 5
s.ngu ta the |‘.
i

Fimes cumamil
anit vt Ferkowii

ASSUELTIA, Ch
et o Mt Whal for
kIt wrlivr
i vy ul

d send. b

i+
Al 4, 1977, the cily
i U Joasd s fo . o

ad it ik
fwrtiing Sarrpien

peet's writing
At abaut 30 S I Wi
£oan THI ¢ poutee painted . oot

Jarge policn
ors dove ot

Rt how du
writing sarnples
Fregurter

In any mumtics of wiy

i detoctive Wik jal fricnide hix

iy o his bk i Juit 4 few aff thee A You

't need @ warr i, sarmples You
mIIM wven ask th

The path of David Berkowitz’ incriminating letters

reason they (he pobice) did i
because Sam Carr is such 3 pest
While carr's letters went off the FBI. another
fetter was in the hands of the Westcbester Sherifi's OF
fiwe. 1 wamed volumteer Deputy Craig Glassmas that
fie was {irgeted to die. 115 envelupe provided something
mure. The mesi recent previous address of David Ber-
kowitz and (he address to which be bad sent Jack Cas-
sara a getwell card soly @ day before be mailed the let-
ter 1o Glassman
Since Cassara had siready veiced ls svspcions of
Berkowitz to Sam Carr, his address an the Ietier provi
e the Sherill's Department with a direct i o Ber.
kot i the anomymous threst sgainst
s extonsion, to Sem Cart and he crimes i Yomkers
saman,  called  Usdessheniff  Jobn O0'Brien.
who erdered the letier checked for fimgerprints
The letter didn’t any prints."” says Chief Crim-
inal Imvestagator Sotvatore Dloru
Buf the residonts whe Tned 3t that retern address o
the envelope wom mnchecked.

Tt was the o 4 Gilasmman, thy and

& ety afficial says, “is

Specifically, be had written “what will you have for
Jaly 7" That was the upcoming anniversary of Lhe
first marder. fhat of Deams Lauris Many thought the
killer was planning ta strike again on thal Right Lo cele
brate. a5 Breskin pot i, “his first deathday.”

sisted 3 Mﬂﬂ&wﬂhmmmﬂmw

m.;-u;ac»u;mcmmmnm

n e Berkowitz had once fived in
cmpm,- but tbe Sheridf's Deparument, not baving
m-mmmmnmummnm

Thrﬂmﬂmahnﬂ “Command Pust 315"

mvsell whin we looked over it ithe letteri—based on
ather snfsrmition, not just what wies in the leller—that i
very possibly cosld be an imlernal situation withis U
angamestion siself "

A New York City deteciive dissses (ial positen
saying “They ithe sherifi's invesigators! duln’t even
thorvaghly investigaie ther own theary. There cosld
lave oen six depaly shrriths sharing the (Cavsaral
Towse at 174 Caligni Ave "

[ larie would not elsbarale on what led the Shenil's
Ticpartment to the conclusion el i was 3 member of

IS Dapartivent's Vathalls sifics, the chief inveitigs
tor showed what b and was 3 copy of the mvelops
fraty Glassman's June 7 letier and teree others i Glass-
st The retarn sodress was ol an the June 7 letter
althwugh ather retrn addresses. almost a8 significant,
sppeared on the subsequent three. (lassman says the
Caligni Avenue return sddress was on the firsl enveloge
(ki comfirmed s a interview thal the
s pddress was on ene of the lefiers 1a Glasman
the Yonhers Pulice Lepartmemt. the Serill's O
{iew o pot alert the FRE o the mailed dealh threal
And an F agont. eriticsl of the tondling of the Gl
better, says simply. “The (i) (hing they shoid
hatn dome wan dook imio hat sddress That's nne hell of
1 sirang ad. The letter threwteond 4o kill Glasuman
and they ook i |the throat) serwusly smough to e
thee better far prints

In addition, » New Yark Cily detective addn “Gilaso-
man s emvelope sad Apt 8E en it too That's an
apartment buldng's: inbornal sddresy st you doat
et bon camily, Plas. bis goneral sddres wion t widdy
knuwn, You should Ureotipe that whotver semt the bether
cither lived in U bulding. had scovss o . ot Knew
Glataman very well

Thive was much more 6 come.

In B June % letter (0 cohurmnt Simmy Breslin, e
WLaliber Kilkr bad warmed the world (St be wan
wsull bore. bke 3 spirit mamng (be night © With The
wonindings of Judy Placidn and Sal Lipo, he'd made his
maint He was will there.

And e promused mare

‘While Sherilf's Investigator David Vel checked

Handwriting samples of department employes. two hot
July weeks clicied by

Although the area was well lit, they
man standing vpposite and slight-
the meuth of the park, ubserving

mian sbowly and deliberately walked
drawing 4 gpun from bensath his

“Desthdsy” had come twoe day Late, bt it hail beon
o rved

0 the wake of the shootmg, the lid Burst on New
Yerk's airesdy boiling pressire cocker pow Dhal Son of
Sam had ventared oul of his usial Rmax and Quoens

ey
Anticipating & peasible attack in Westchester, Sherifl
Thoma Delssey ealied 3 meeting st which he briefed
pobice officials from arousd (he county o plan W i
crease local patrols. Yonkers police were present

department ~New Rochelle's—had also
i naarwe af the letters from Mm. Cassara. O June
Il ater Sam Carr I-dmm.um-l..nih liewdings

given to Berkowitz threats

about Berkowitz 1o the Yonkers police, N:
says she went Inwﬂlylhm!lnﬂullul!ll!mrﬂa-
te her suspicions about Berkowitr

Nﬂ Hochelle

viait. saying the
liew and was -mgm
IM lem police had

sources confirmn Mrs. Cassara’s

contacted the Vonkers po-
asaured |n a return eall that
Cassars's information.

“He wis very lml- she recalls.
hing about s-ml:an and what hap-
started lnl Lald H-:Ilumn.u He
interrupted me by yelling ‘I know L old man
Carr und his gocklamned dog ued his bome wasn't lire-
bombed *

“He really upsel me,” idduhl 1 e re
ltard | couliin't et anywhesm im, 50 1 told him
o, sald | thought David Mmln wn Sun of Gam, wnd
1 bung up the phone

Lorun declined comment,

In Yoakers, at 7:30 a.m., Saturday, Aug, §, Berkowile
started @ rubblab fire outslde bl nelghbor Glmsman’s
door at 34 Ploe 5

Twn monthe boo Jate, hat fire put Yonkers police und
Ghlasasrian bn towch with onie ancther, amd 18 Gnally spur-
e o serioun official Yoakers investigatian of Rerkowilz

Wihen Yonkers palice areived io mvestigate the Tre,
Glasssman shuwed them coples of the threateniny mail
e had recelved. The handwrilieg was familiar to unl
Tarmed \Mluu F‘nll« Officers Peter Intervalio o
Thamas

They had mn i Iw» manihs earlier, on Ehreatening
Ietters mailed o Sun Core and on & copy of i getwoll
wcard sent (o Jack Cassara n New Hochedle The officers
tobd Glussman their suspicions aboul Hetkowits, wok
repart il el

Glassman thes called the Sherifl's Depariment,
which quickly tried (o sbtaln & warrant to search Ber:
kowits” apartment. Without knowing the signifieance of
the Coligni Avenue return sdibress on Glassman's first
letter, and with na matching samples of Berkowits'
ko writing, the Sherifl's Department had only whal
an assistant district attorney wrmed a4 hunch as
grounds far the warrant requost The assiatant disiricl
attorney denied it.

Later that Saturday, Glassman opened bis mallbox 10
find two mare envelopes with the same hondwriting.
Sam Carr's same and rotugn addeess, only hinted at in
e second letter, were spelled sul on one of those vpye-
lapes. filassman says he called Sherift's Inveatigator Fie
lictane and quotes Felciano @ tellmg him ot f0 open

says he did pot recelve o retum call from Lovenm,

ALG pom, the Yoskers paliee called the Cassaras, s
Iswiting maitian on Berkawitz from the same woman
wha had called themn three days earlier. Mrs Cossarn
says she was told by the Yenkers police that ber family
wis “somehow referenced’ in Glassman's letlers, an
appareat allusion to the Coligni Avenue return address
of the dirst letter. [Lis not known whether the Yonkers
police also alerted the Sheri(F's Oflice o the signilicance
af that address.

In ealling the Cassaras, Yankers police wapted b
learn where Berkowitz lived before moving inte their
bome. That farmer address was on Bames Avenue in
the Bronx, where 3 dog Nad been shot and threatening
rotes had been by under 3 ténant’s door during the
time Herkowitz lived there

1t appears that outside of the independent work dane
by uniformed Palice Officers Intervallo and Chamber-
lain. mo serious investigation had been dome on Barkow-
itz by Yonkers me:nvu for any crimes uni’; the vall
Aug 6 (o the Cassa

1 told them ld-l'M'l think they had any interest in
David Berkowitz and the mformation | had.” Mrs. Cas-
sara savs CBul | gave them what they wanted lo
lnow .

Although Mrs. Cassara savs Yonkers police told her
thiae they now believed Berkowits ' miy be Son of Sam. "
e was still not placed under survesllance,

Four dars Jater, on Aug. 10, the Sherdf's Departiment
denl Glassman's threatening letters to the FBI Hours
liber, Borkowite wiis arrested outaide his Pine Street
apartment b;p New Yark City pelice—the result of a
parking tickel pl oo hls car twa blocks away. from
ind 0 minutes before the Maskowite Vialante shooting.

As be was bed away in handeufls, the Yonkers polios
ot Wheir first look 2 David Berkowitz

Detective John Falotico, 10th Hemieide, Brooklyn,
and hie supervising seegennt, William Gardella, weeo
ereditind with the arrest.

Bt oeal suthoritios eusme in for 3 share of the rredit
it an awards ceremony huld even befere Barkowite'
il Amang them were Sheeill Thomos Detaney, Deter.
tive Michael Lorenza and other Yoakers deteetives und
pervisrs

Pulice Officers Intervalio and Chambserlain, o )
i 46 being hanared, were som promited to the dote-
tive Panks.

In effect, the hook wis rapily cloked o the Son af
Sam investigation,

But not for everyone

Today, the Cassaris remain deateaoght Wil e
formation wan ol acted on and that they thomselyes
could haive bewn harmed. 1 still think dbogt these poor

o0, says Mrs. Cansarn

Votunteer Doputy Glassman wmt o m WEIE i
wripl, purts of which were rn n Westehistor
Iliwstrated, n magnaine that | lluruf I.bl-nq- o
Preter us ita president.

In . Ral Lisgn b physically recoveeed from his
wounids, oy 18 Judy Plicido, who has worked io aid
crime viclima and has been studying ot Pace College in
White Plaina, Pﬂl' M the mental scars af thit June
lw al Elephas enddur

Hrooklym, Mr( Violanty, who han abso workod
ru U enedil of erime vietim, is eapabike boday of
badly blureest vision fram his remiinng vpe

And In i quied, lanely cﬂm al Llllhm N, e b
o winber skies sont) Trusted nhm:uu
aniw o the grave of !mu Mok

sz' The unanswered hana (s (b
i hows, queatl Son ol Sam

Police charge 7 residentsin raid on numbers racket

(Cantmuead | (L]

estiy Woods, 39, of 15 White St.,

One other man, identified by
o mvesligator

;
e wwner of B vevond shop. was
Wil mm; sought by police in con
neclion with the gambling irvesti-
Kitinn
Anout thres boars alter thy rad
sty police hid traced Crayion lo &
Vlarida location, The record shap
owner 3 expecied 10 surrender n
&u!!url!les in Rackiand If
m fo the ruunty Ivlu]
mn\\‘! wlil be made bo force his re-
inﬂ «on gambling charges, Gribots
sald,

Spciog Vabley was idestified as the
owner of the food stare and arrest

Although  suthorilies s m

policy operation wak the
argest ever. Gribetz and !Im
agreed that activities at the two
Spring Valley Jocations were separ

até. raiber than combited
ibetr sald thatl Craytos ran
aperstion while Woods

tisaded the ather

Oxhars Arrt';wd dumuV\:]r day-
light palice raid in § ley 1n
il to Woods wire Botay 1ex

¥ major gambiing
a8 o 8 R Ave Jam Gty ‘over 3

Welch Jr.. 42, of 14 Shisn Ave.; ot
ert Coberman, M. of 3 Municipal

He was nr:.“ed unmr;gluo«mnl
T
)

T Wi sncn-r‘edmu
promoting gamblis

Renfroe was mund alswof pos-
Emu a !mll quantity of cocalne,

O coaviction first  degres
:hr es of promoting gambling
g pessible  maximum

Iwwur rigon sentences. Les:
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