Olympics guide

A special full-page guide to
the 1980 Winter Olympies in

Lake Placid appears today
inside the Sports section
on 4D.

Travel/People

Beginning today Sunday
travel eoverage moves to
the cover of section E and
the People pages appear in-

side that seetion,
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'Son of Sam’ case

How arrest could have come sooner

By MAURY TERRY and TOM BARTLEY
(Copyright, 1979, Westchester Rockland
Newspapers, Ine,, and Maury Terry)

First of a series
David Berkowitz could have been jailed on
a number of serious charges thal would have
Laken him off the streets two months and four
vietims before his capture in August, 1977, as
the Son of Sam killer.

By mid-June, 1977, the Yonkers Police De-
partment had a resident’s complaints that
Berkowitz might well have commitizd those
local erimes. And, unknown (o the Yonkers
police, the Westchester Sluenl'i s Office had
by that time a key letter linking Berkowitz to
the crimes.

Moreover, two Yonkers policemen, investi-
gating an independent theory, believed that

Berkowitz was not only some neighborhood
nuisance but might be the Son of Sam as well

New information shows that nol only pri-
vate citizens but Berlowilz himsell provided
the Yonkers Police Department and West:
chester Sheriff's Office with all the leads they
would have needed to arrest him by at least
mid-June, 1977, pearly two weeks before the
shootings of Judy Placido and Salvatore Lupo

and almost two months before the murder of
Stacy Moskowitz and blinding of Robert Viol-
ante,

Indeed. the evidence suggests that Berkow
itz was at the very least taunting local police
and perhaps even fashioning a deliberate trail
of obvious clues. In any event, the trail was
not followed until it was too late

{ Please turn o 54 )

Inspectors failed to visit

site of fatal house fire

By RICHARD WOLF
Stafi Writer

A Clarkstown boarding house de-

royed by fire Mandsy morming
it elaimied three lives may not
have been inspected by town build-
ing depariment aficists for ksost
SiX years m spite of town eode
pravisions.

In addition, lire |nspections
schedubed annually under the code
weee wot performed for at least
thiree years becaisse owners of the
35 Clintan Ave. structare falled fo
puy 7 pormit. Fees for mulliple
dwellings, according I.o Illuldmg In-
spectar Robert Bowm

Housing nmn.ﬂs s ihe comn
tv Dupariment of Health did con
duet rautine inspeetions during the
pst two years and found several
violations, bai suhsequent visits
fourd the two-story hose i com-
pliance with public health codes

An investigatian of conditions at
the boarding house before (he fire
continues inder the direction af
District Attornuy Keaneth Gribetz

The blaze, which tok % firefight-

&rg aimost 12 hours 1o coatsin and

imjured 14 persoms, is believed 1o
v tally.

dmgvnum in 1957 a5 a two-family

acknowledged is
demmmm was aware of ils baard
ing house status. The $67 fews, he
sai, were :payab!! anoually based
o the existente of 3 moms.

He also said faulty bookkeeping
or a lack of manpewer may be at
IM‘ root of his inability 1o conlirm

the performance of an inspection
since March 27, 197

“H the gwmers don't make apnli-
cation cach year, 1 should pick it
up.”" he gaid. referring to the lack
of puymests since 1975 "Bl Dhat s
only ane of the things we do here -

Chapter 5 of the fown code dic-
fates that the bulding mwpector
shoull insure inspection of all resi-
defiial premises at least e ev
ety five years

Chapder &7, known as the Fire
Freventian Cade. includes the fees

Heavy rains threaten

Police weren't “singin’' in the
' linte Saturday night, s Lhey

watched patential flaod areas in the
vaunty, following farecasts of heavy
vuin I Rocklaed

The local farecast called for &
Biar 1) pereent chince of procl-
Ration oy, possibly changing
rw befare onding tonight

“The probahility that poor deain:
e arens and small streims woubl
overflow wis on the mind of
Clarkstown patice Lt Hon Purdum
Saturday night

Purdain sald that {wa major
foodung mreas - Klein Avesue in
West Nyack iand the New  City Con
dhomin i - wire showing signs of
Imimincnt prablems.

INDEX

Heavy rain today;
Weother — 1A

v..m |7...|.|

Onie bavement ot th condo
ums had already been flooded. he
waid, thosigh no il weere aviila-
ble.

Kien Avenue, wheee waler
made roads impassable seversl
wicks ago, wis nol vel floaded

Police in local departments were
uls antscipating similar probleems,
but in Sulfem they airesdyhad one
f0 deal with

The WM\'UJIMWI“-H Lﬂl‘
ion Avense called polioe complain-
bng nl wrvere h-d yard floading

been  aceumul
Mn William Wb-m A
ot puint around snd dra
12 propertles and parl of Roste 202
14's liko & Lake out thes

The highwey superin-
tendent keaps Ha
wirow rellin’ along

mmnwﬂ wire made to
(Please turn o back page |

Blumenthal arrives

Treasury Secratary Michael Blum

ot Peking airpert. Blumenthal i uludulld

1o open tha U.S, embassy, conduct trade
talks, and convey te Chinese leaders Pres.
dent Carter's views on the invasion of Vi
nam

Vietnamese, Cambodians
'rrc:de accusations at U.N.

UNITED  NATIONS (AP Vietnamese  and
Cambodun defegates 1 e United Natioms. exchanged
batter charges 5 turday al e Security Council detirie an
Cvima's -M of Vietnam and Vietnam's mabitary

hiprventios ia

Vietramess lmuw Ha Van Lsu condemned
€hina's “open and deliberale aggression  and rejected
any link between the l.guq in Cambodia and the
(himese iavason of his cou

He criticired the lmw States for naming both
conflacts i its ull tor the Secunity Council meeting and
sasd the main n Indoching i “ihé war of

?-h’l'ehu nnmmum
Vietnamese ambassudor said (hina's invason

svolved % mtaniry divsions backed by warplanes and
artillery. proving it was “in %o way a froatier

war” 23 stated by Peking
Cambodian Ambhassador Thivenn Frasith, who repre-
semts the Cambodii® regume that was ousted last manth
by Ibe Vietnamese srmy and Cai rebets, acvused

Vietnam of pursuieg 4 “deliberaie policy of genocide
against Cambxstia

He sai the new Vietnamese-backed government |n
Cambodia 5 "nothing bet & Vieinamess provincis) ad
ministration "

Whertver mn o the Vietnamese hordes sow deatt
and  destruc Prauth sad  “Harbaran il
perfidious a3 :nn are, the Yietnamese are aiming it
destroying the sunstance and identity of Camboidia

Prasitn saul the Vietamese Fave abaul 150,00

solfiers in Cambodia bul that supporiers of ousted
Premior Pol Pat were still Tighting

The Vietnamese ambassador callod an the coancil b
approve the Saviet Umion's dralt resolution condemeing
China for mvading Viewam, The coly atber reselution
presented &0 far came fram China, which wants e

{ Please turn to back page |
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That trall led drectly to Berkowits, then
M, and a Broax postal clerk living in an
apartmont Nouse it 35 Ploe Sireet in norih:
west Yoakers,

From his spacois, seventh Maar studls,
Berhawite suys, he sallied forth to Hrebamb
nelghbors' homes, shout their dogs and mall
letsers threatening thelr lives

And although the Yonkers police and
Westehesler shori('s offlcers say Uhey lnves
Agated thise erimes, Borkowit: nol ar
restod unti] a quirk of fate linked & Yonkers
police dispatcher, the aughter of one of the
Hoeal crime vietlms, with the New York City

Pulice Department

A Gannett Westohester Rockland Newspa
perrs Invastigation has found that It all the ev
dence had beon pul logether it could have
led ta Berkowita' arreat as a suspect in & hoat
of state and federal crimes Including arsan
attempted murder, reckless endangerment
and threatening lives through the mails.

Attempts o document the blzarre crimes
of Ierkuwitz in Westchescer were rebufied in
Yunkers by the pelice and the clty's corpara
ton counsel, whao sald they d not com:
ment officially or allow inspection of records
while lawsults challenging the city's hand:
ling ‘of the case were pending (n the courts,
The Wesichesler Sherlil's Office agreed 1o
intervlews but refused acopss 1o nmml re-
oords, Including eritical ohes ested
under the staie's Freedom of Ininrmuuun
Law

Nevertheless, from materisl slevady on
the. record and through interviews with key
Mgures==including - Berkowltz—and  police
and legal sources who would speak only if
granted anonymity, the scope of Berkowle'
Westehester criminal carcer, and the
hand b had in pursuing i, were pieced 5.
gether.

That criminal career and the pallce me
sponses 10 11 wilk he detailed in succeeding ln-
stallments of this serivs.

Briefly, the information abtained by this
nowspaper shows that Berkowitz waged & vl
alent but sysiematic guerrills war against

THE JOURNAL-NEWS,

The Yenkers neighbarhoad in which Barkowitz waged his guerrille wor

Berkowitz — Did he try to trap

—

This Iy the cast of ke Westcheiter res.

ddenls I the guer war of firebomb-

dog -nmum and (hreatening

letlers phone culls carried oul by
David Herkarwis 1n the 15 months befor

rreid in Yonkers i the Son of Sam

Kibler.

@ 8am Carr, a retired City of Yonkers
public_ works employer, who, with his
wife, Frances, operate an answering wrr-
vice from Uheir home, The Carns were
subjected 10§ firebombing and Ihreates
In letters, which he Lurmed over, with &

sstcard send fo & New Rochelle residest

¢ elleved writien by the same hand, 1o
Venkers police. Their dog. Harvey, was
what Lice and suill carries ane slog in his
body, Sam Carr u-mmm wnwilling “la
ther™ of Son of Sa

.Wbmhrl ﬂllrdluqlllrl, who, a3
a civilian dispatcher in the Yonkers Pe-
loe Depariment st the time, took a key

L telephone call from the New York City

S of Sam (ask Yerce abeut @ traffic

tieked lsvued to David Berkowits in Brook

Iyn and told the New York officens of an

meigaen by iwn Yoskers L!rl!h of
1 possible imlvement in

i o irtabe oce]incidents

their New Rochelie bome
Cares n:-\uum.r.mms- They con
tacted the Carrs.

@Steven Cassars, their son, who
membered ARET the Cavars family met
with the Carrs, that the Cassaras had &

s hating tesant whe moved st
wvet the Cassara dogs. They foand his
name, David Berkewitz, and his address,
35 Pine S0, m ma-wm They
patified Sam

@ Juachim Neiw, by wile

a,

daughter

& hall

Marta, iheir

Key figures in the Berkowitz drama

Molise wis ficebombed, thelr dog, Rocket,
shot b death, their telephane calls und
mail rontaining flith and threats.

@Cralg Glassman, a male nurse and
eivilian volenteer member of the We
chester Sherifl's Emergency Furee, who
lived in the apariment beneath Berkowitz
wod triggered Berkiwita' wrath by falling
asbeep one pight and lesting his belevision
wet of. The letter threatening his Jife be
came vital evidence

®Thomas Chamberlaln and Peier bn
tervalle, (he Yonkers palice officers who
saw 8 paitern io the firebombings, dox
shootings and hate letters. They saw in

k2 the possibility of & Son of Sam
and relayed that information

e Aug- —flve

nrd the call

ey Moskow! !J in Bnl-llljn

three neighbers In Yonkers These victims
were, in the order of Berkowita' first stiscks
on them. the Joachim New hm.l\ of 18
3 w
Sam Carr family of 138 Warburton Ave
rectly behind Pine Street, snd Cralg r:l
man of 35 Fine 5t., in the apartment directly
enesth Berkowlt

n 15 months, Berkowits started fires ai
all three addresses, shol to death the Neto
family’s dog, waunded the Corr family's dag
and barraged all Lhe victims with 3 stream of
vile phont calls or anonymous threstening
leters or beih

The Carrs roporied Uhe stiscks and letters
1o the Yonkers police; the Netos reported the
aitacks but not the letters. Glasuman, & vol
unteer deputy sheriff, reported the betters,
which threatened his ife, tothe sherilly de-
puriment

Taken alone, 44 (hey were by U suthori
Uis, there was sothing excrptisnal in any of
the crimes. Bot. in addition (0 an identical

of firebombings and shootings st

iy & dog's bark away (rom one an
other, Berkowitt wwd the mails for mere
than messages of hate He wsed them fo paint
a circle arsuad himsell sad the u:'lllto‘ln
wiolent crimes in Yonkers.

—In writing ta Carr and threaicning his
e, Berkewits complained 3500t the barking

dog Just one week before he shat the black
Labradar in Care’s backyard on April 27

—iin June &, Berkowits sent § mysierions
et well cand to & perfectly healthy Jack Cas
sara, his former landlord, ai 171 Coligni Ave
in New Rochelle |t was Berkowit:® most re-
cont former address, one he had angrily left
a year earfier afier an emational swberst
ahout the Cassarss barking dogs. Berkowitz

chowe & card with a picture of & dog, in
seribed 4 message m red ink and signed 11
% name and return addrrss.
At day, in writing o Glassman
d b

ld. treating the letter as the wo
a crank, possibly someone in the depart
erifl's Criminal Investigations

rried over the letter io its ide
w sectsn in & ftile cheek for finger

The Sherifl's Department alvo did not n
fify the Yonkers police that someane was
ibreaiening i kill & resident of that city, &

we that could have resulted, Il now

n Berkowits' immediate arrest

himself?

r Sherlff and (he
Carrw and Casvarn
by the wr

they had in
o \I<r II‘V\II\

from the
arr selghbor
dwriting alvo suggested
e could be the same
aualst Cart's b

saime. his address
d his phone

1y more than a
hame the pre
on what stops we
¥ offorts were
)
1 only two Yankers foot pa

i Herkaw
T

TOMORROW: Berkowllz beging bls guer
rilla war in Yomkers.

Schlesinger jumps on solar energy bandwagon

WASHINGTON (AP}

Energy Secretary James
Schlesinger, never knawn for his slaunch advocacy of
solar power, is trumpeting the political and ecanamic

foszil foels, the

Despite all tor clamor sbout dwindling supplies of
nation currestly satisfies oaly 54 per-
ceat ol s energy demand with solar

snd vowsd he'd make good on commitments 1o a strang

solar policy, sccording to partici wnts in the sessiza
With oil stortages on the horizon and fued prices Tis

ing steadily, Schiesinger reminded Carter.

There is a

bed by
strisggle at the highes
where several tap o
Solar lobbyists who have be;

¢ as the result of an enormous
of the Enargy Departiment

s pusked o ga-slaw approsch
1be memo salil

advantages of spendlag $23 billion o lechmology that
would-enable the nation 1o rely mort heavily on the sun
a8 an eNergy source.

In & ronfidentin] memorandum to President Carter,
Schlesinger, a one-timechairman of the Atamic Energy
Commission, eedorsed a five year government effort o
stimulate solar advances He also urged Carler Lo ~ give
serius congideration o establishing 4 goal” for the
amount of energy the United States can tsp from the
sun

sem .

The Schlesinge: memorandum, & copy of Whichwas &
tzined by The Amocisted Press, was fo Carter
au]wmwmmmmhunmdl S solar poli-

¥ Sources said (hat within several weehs, the president
will decide preciscly bow far the government should go
in siimulsting salar lecknologies. The soaroet e«um
1o be identified

In & meeting with sclar lobbyists here Friday, Carter
declared he is “as tic a8 amyone i this room

growing isterest i the possibilities that solar ewergy
Iolds for reducing our vainerabilities from an overde
pendence on imported petrobeum.based
Thes. he sasd, “It i my conviction that there i3 &
growing base of sapport for your campaign promse o
srate the development of environmentally safe

;
'y mem s [ikely 1o have
 considerable kmpact o8 (¢ president The meroo was

they were pleasantly surprised

1t el have bee
st of us expected,
main ananymous

stranger,
* sabd ome lobby

13 better than
o askced to re-

ag the salar policy options prepared far Carter s
I for few solar incentives and no dramatic
the amount of energy aveilable from solar

ane thal

increase |

tectaoiogies
e
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